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Washington—Front-page- headlines about the -

“resignation: of the CIA’s (deputy director -of oper-
attons—-—Amencas superspy—is not.- exactly. what...
William Casey had in mind. Since he took over-the|.
agency six months ago, the-thrust of almost all hiy"".
actions. has been to retum to-the days of the cloaxr -

.and dagger. - :

“The drfﬁcultxes of the past. decade are behmd us, -
Casey said in an internal CIA newsletter two weeks .
2g0 as he announced that the agency’s contacts with -

the public;.the«press and the.Congress would be -

.sharply curtailed. "The time has come for CIA to re- .
turn to its more tradmonal low public profile.”
To achieve. that objective Casey has scuttled- the )

agency press office, cut back on the congressional - |

liaison staff, asked that. the agency- be removed

‘entirely from. the- provisiens_of “the 'Freedom - of
. Information, Act, and is in the process
~an executive. order. for the President that would
- remove some of the restrictions placed on the agency”

in the wake of the mid-1970s intelligence scandals. .-

ss of rewriting

At the same time, Casey, the 68-year-old former
O3S officer during World War II, has made it clear-
he believes that the operations side of the agency ..
must be revitalized. Government officials familiar *
with foreign policy and intelligence matters say the
agency is gearing up to increase the number gnd::
scope of covert operations in such seunsitive areas a3 ”
Afghanistan, the Persxan Gulf, Central Amen

. The Tesignation of uidx Hugel as deputy dxrecl‘_’-
tor of operations will only make it more dlfﬁcult for

Casey himself is.in the headlmes'becaus o al
judge’s ruling’ that he- and others misled" mvestors
in a 1968 stock deal.- s
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“many CIA® observers:u
AConoressmnal oversigh
‘concern’ about the dire

"back:to the “good old da
‘invisible’and unchecke

‘quately checked. .-

’and cooperation .’

- Even before the Hugel case surfaced tlns week
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taking the agency. The

- In-fact; Hugel’s app:

'y controversial and was severely criticized byf'

many in-the intelligence community. He had no
1nte111gence backcrround and was being placed in
what is- regarded as the most sensitive of intelli-
gence positions.: And 'now it has-béen’ revealed
that his backg*ound was not: thorouvhly or. ade- ;

Casey is askm¢7 for less restriction’ and over--
sight, but the Huoel case only emphasizes the*
CIA’ fallability. ‘Even a supporter of-a stronger, .
raore traditional CIA such as Sen. Daniel Pat-

‘1 rick Moynihan (D-N.Y.), cochairman of the Sen-:

ate Intelligence Committee, said yesterday, “The
administration must ask- itself how it allowed
this disaster to come about in the first instance.”

Another intelligence committee member is
mdre concerned about the. general direction of,
the CIA. “The jury is still out on Casey,” Sen.-
Joseph Biden (D-Del.) said. “But some things are -
becoming ‘clear. He much "prefers to operate in
the dark than in the light.. And his instinct, I.
believe, is to limit rather than increase access |
. That is a disturbing trend.”"
~Biden and others say they are pamcularly

‘concerned- because the agency has: becoms less™
’ forthcoming with the congressional ¢ommittees. -

Agency- witnesses are not volunteenncr informa-

.tion and” the.chairman of the commlttee:Sen

Barry Goldwater- (R Anz ), 13 keepmrr' more ;
things to:himself. . w1 ufl & =
There- is- concern about the executwe order
because in earlier drafts the administration pro-
posed easing the restrictions for spying.on Ameri- .

. ‘cancitizens a.nd dropped the requirement that the""

National Security Council be informed of all CIA~

_operations. Both were reforms- designed to ehm1

nate abuses:unconvered in the past: ; %

‘And Biden™ and others- question - whether
Casey. and other members of the administration |
appreciate-the limitations of covert. operatxons 3

.and the possxbxhtres for abuse—the.agericy was_]

criticized- by special Congresssional comrmttees
in' 1975-and 1976 for attempted assassinations;’
opening mail of American=citizens *and:-disre<"
garding other Constitutional rights.; i 1 i




